
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

September 22, 2020 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley via tele-conference. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Trustee Beliger provided a brief invocation and led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Dan Willis 
Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Township Attorney Mariah Fink 
Township Engineer Brian Rubel, Tetra Tech 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Robert Germain, 58 Emerald Circle, Sharon Shannon Koenig, 
Cece Cici Koenig, Elizabeth Hubbard, Linda Carlisle, 9528 Main, 
Dale Small, 106 Packard, Apt. 404, Ann Arbor, Ken Szymanski, 
36231 Jared, Sterling Heights, Tanya Luz, Ann Arbor, 
Bill Rohrer, 9610 Main, Marissa Prizgint, 32 Schrum Drive, 
Bill Garrett, Kevin Terry, 9972 N. Main Street, David Gordon, 
5558 Hellner, James Trunko, 9255 Lakewood Drive, 
Leslie Holliday, 11804 Cathy Lane, Erin Morrell, 9107 Walnut, 
Brenda Warburton, 450 W. Joy Road, Stacy Sloan, 9972 N. Main, 
Kevin Toma, 2154 Austin, Novi, Landon Bartley, Grand Rapids, 
Karen Balmassei, Royal Oak, Faith Wheeler, 371 Grove, Adam 
Olney, 9315 Lakewood Court, Ken Dignan, 9210 Hillcrest, and 
Paul MacPherson, 1100 St. Andrews, commented on marijuana 
business applications on the agenda.  

Marissa Prizgint also reported the Land Preservation 
Committee’s Facebook page has been set up, commented 
on the agenda order, and invited the public to volunteer at 
the Northfield Woods Preserve on October 10th. David 
Gordon also commented on development of the North 
Village park and the Wastewater Treatment Plant retention 
basin. Faith Wheeler and Ken Dignan also commented on 
the development of the North Village property. 

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

Board members thanked the public for their participation 
and asked that the North Village development be on the 
next agenda for review. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Township Manager Report and Clerk’s Memo 

 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
consent agenda be adopted as presented.  

There was a brief discussion about the interest of Al Dente in 
purchasing a small portion of the North Village property from 
Township for expansion of their business. Township Engineer 
Brian Rubel answered questions about the Stormwater, Asset 
Management, and Wastewater (SAW) grant. 

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chockley referred to the correspondence from the public 
about the marijuana business applications.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to accept 
the correspondence in the Board packet.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

ACTION AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

September 8, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
minutes of the September 8, 2020, Regular Board 
Meeting be approved as presented. 

Several minor corrections were made. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
minutes of the September 8, 2020, Regular Board 
Meeting be approved as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

2. 

Sub-Recipient Agreement  

for CDBG Priority Project Grant 

Chockley explained that approval of this agreement is 
required by Washtenaw County prior to the Township 
awarding the Community Center parking lot project. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick  seconded, to approve 
the sub-recipient agreement with Washtenaw County 
pending review and approval of the Township 
Attorney, to allow the remaining details to be taken 
care of administratively, and to allow the Township 
Manager to sign the agreement. 
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Otto said although replacement of flooring in the building 
cannot be covered by this grant, the Board should still be 
given those bids to review. She also said the landscaping 
can wait until spring and that would be a great community 
activity for volunteers. Chockley said she has also spoken 
to the County about pulling the lighting from the grant to 
be done by DTE. 

In answer to questions from Dockett, Chockley said the 
grant was for $91,268 and the Township agreed to a match 
of $35,000 for the priority project, but the parking lot cost 
is $16,249 more than that total; however that may be 
covered by the $17,000 built into the project for 
unforeseen items. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

3. 

Community Center Parking Lot Bid 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to award 
the contract for the Community Center parking lot to 
Best Asphalt for $135,935, subject to the change 
orders to remove the parking lot lighting and 
landscaping. 

Township Engineer Brian Rubel said they worked hard to 
get four bids and Best Asphalt, the low bidder, had very 
good references. In answer to questions, Rubel said the 
specifications follow all the County and Township 
ordinances, an engineered gravel surface—which can be 
plowed—will allow storm water to infiltrate the surface, 
another proposal will be coming to the Board for the 
lighting, the sidewalk will be replaced, and the driveway 
slope will be reduced. Dockett said the grant money came 
from taxpayers, and this is a lot of money for 17 parking 
spaces. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

 

RECESS 

 

Chockley called for a five minute recess. 
 

4. 

Marihuana Conditional Use Permit Applications 

a. G.S. Ashley. Nate Podrid, James Kahn, and Sarah 
Stretchberry appeared for the applicant and made a slide 
presentation. They made comments about why they 
believe they are the best of three applicants in the 
downtown area with tied scores including their excellent 
record over 10 years in other locations, the ways they give 
back to communities ($25,000/year proposed for 
Northfield Township public improvements), the fact that 
they hire locally, their financial stability, their plan for a 
Barker Road boulevard improvement which includes more 
parking and improved pedestrian safety, and coordination 
of their proposal with Township plans. 

b. Treehouse Wellness. Matt Ritz and Michael Lewis 
appeared for the applicant and made a slide presentation. 
They made comments including that they held community 

events to get feedback from the public, they cleaned up 
the appearance of the building they propose to operate in 
before taking ownership, they participated in the 
construction of the Barker Road play path, they have 
received letters of support from 30 individuals in the 
community, expect to invest $1.5 million in their project, 
their plans closely match design guidelines of the DDA, 
their proposal will result in the loss of no existing 
businesses, their proposal for an easement to connect 
their site with Barker Road will provide immediate parking 
benefits for the downtown area, 3% or more of their 
profits will be donated for local projects, and their 
building renovation will provide space for an additional 
business to serve the Township. 

c. Pure Buds/Pure Market (fka Whitmore Wellness). Kishan 
Sutariya, Daniel Morgan, and Angie Lane appeared for the 
applicant and made a slide presentation. They made 
comments including that their management team is 
financially stable and extremely experienced, they are also 
separately proposing a business park development 
elsewhere in the Township, they own and operate the 
facilities they develop, they have 17 retail stores in their 
portfolio and a strong history with regulatory agencies, 
parking and traffic flow on the site (formerly The Bobber 
Down) will be significantly improved, landscaping and 
lighting will be added, an upscale non-marijuana 
convenience store will also be located in the building, they 
will sponsor an annual competition to help new businesses 
get off the ground in the Township, over 50% of employees 
will be Township residents, they have adopted Main Street 
and North Territorial for clean-up in the Country County 
program, their site is more than 1,000 feet from any 
school, park, or church, and they are across the street 
from the Police and Fire Department.  

d. Northern Trellis. Trent McCurren, Brian Kerschbaum, 
Richard Barron, and Dr. Robb McCurren appeared for the 
applicant and made a slide presentation. They made 
comments including that they tailor their facilities to 
communities in which they are located, they have a grow 
operation in Michigan, their experience includes the fields 
of medicine, business, finance, and non-profits, they plan 
to meet with neighborhood organizations to keep in 
contact with residents, they plan to donate 24 hours of 
service per employee per year to local projects, they will 
donate a minimum of $24,000 annually, they have the 
strongest medical team of all of the applicants, their site 
has met with no opposition from residents and does not 
infringe on residential areas, they have a robust security 
plan developed by a former federal agent, and they are 
Michigan-owned and local.  

e. Natures Cure/Michigan Pure Green. Rob Piziali and 
Kathie Dunbar appeared for the applicant. They made 
comments including they will be making a total 
investment of $1 million, they will be doing complete 
interior and exterior renovations, they will have plenty of 
parking, Soamer Jamil has been long-time business and 
property owner in the Township, and they propose to 
invest in more than their own property and commit to 
working with the Township to attract new investment in 
the Township to provide the greatest impact as 
determined by the Township and its residents. 

f. Pure Roots. Reni George appeared for the applicant and 
made a slide presentation. He made comments including 
that they received the highest point total in the planning 
review, they have a large and varied business portfolio, 
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they use a secure “touchless” self-payment system, they 
plan to invest $2 million in the property, their proposal 
meets all zoning ordinance requirements, a limited 
number of docks will be preserved for community use, 
they are committed to hiring local residents (95% in Ann 
Arbor), they will donate 3% to the local community, they 
are the only cannabis company with an agreement with the 
Teamsters, they have five more dispensaries under 
construction in Michigan, and their site is the best one 
positioned for long-term success.  

[Dockett left the meeting]. 

5. 

Discussion and Decision  

on Approving Marihuana Licenses  

Township attorney Mariah Fink and Township planning 
consultant Paul Lippens reviewed the conditional use 
criteria in the zoning ordinance to be used to approve 
applications based on findings of fact. Chockley noted that 
in the downtown area approving one application 
eliminates two others due to separation requirements. 
There was discussion of the option to table—rather than 
to deny—applications that are not approved to allow them 
to be approved in the future if an approved business fails 
to perform or for another business.  

a. G.S. Ashley. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto supported, seconded, 
to table a conditional use for G. S. Ashley.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Amendment to motion: Zelenock moved, Chick 
supported, to amend the motion to add that the 
conditional use for G.S. Ashley is tabled for 180 days 
or until the Township Board considers it again. 
Amendment to motion carried 6—0 on a roll call 

vote. 

b. Treehouse Wellness. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the conditional use for Treehouse Wellness 
with the conditions recommended by the Planning 
Commission and additionally subject to approval of a 
development agreement and/or community benefits 
agreement. It will be harmonious with and in 
accordance with the general objectives, intent, and 
purpose of Section 36-838, will be designed, 
constructed, operated, maintained and managed so as 
to be harmonious and appropriate in appearance with 
the existing or intended character of the general 
vicinity, will be compatible with the natural 
environment and existing and future uses in the 
vicinity, will be compatible with the Township land 
use development plan, and will not be hazardous or 
disturbing to existing or future neighboring uses.  

Motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, Beliger opposed. 

[Dockett returned to the meeting]. 

c. Pure Buds/Pure Market (fka Whitmore Wellness) 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto supported, to approve a 
Conditional Use for Pure Buds/Pure Market subject to 
the conditions recommended by the Planning 
Commission, and additionally subject to approval of a 
development agreement and/or community benefits 
agreement, based on the findings of fact that is meets 
all of the conditional use standards listed in the report. 

Zelenock noted the presenters stated they would 
contribute to Northfield Human Services, so she will 
abstain from voting because she serves on that board. 

Motion carried 5—1—1 on a roll call vote, Beliger 

opposed, Zelenock abstaining. 

d. Northern Trellis.  

 Motion: Chockley moved to table the conditional use 
for Northern Trellis for 180 days or until the 
Township Board considers it again.  
Motion died for lack of second. 

 Motion: Chick moved, Dockett supported, to approve 
a Conditional Use for Northern Trellis with the 
conditions recommended by Planning Commission, 
and additionally subject to approval of a development 
agreement and/or community benefits agreement 
subject to the conditional use criteria listed in the 
report. Motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, 

Beliger and Manley opposed. 

e. Natures Cure/Michigan Pure Green.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to table the 
conditional use for Natures Cure/Michigan Pure Green 
for a period of 180 days or until the Township Board 
might take it up again. Motion carried 5—2 on a roll 

call vote, Dockett and Zelenock opposed. 

f. Pure Roots.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to table the 
conditional use for Pure Roots.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

Beliger said she is opposed to marijuana businesses in 
Northfield Township because she believes they 
compromise the health and safety of the community. 
Several Board members Otto, Zelenock, Chick, and Manley 
said they did not meet with or accept campaign donations 
from any of the applicants. 

6. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Connection Costs 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock seconded, to 
award the bid to C&E Construction for $12,250 for the 
complete job for plant connection costs. Motion 

carried 7—0 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 
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7. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Roof Repair Bids 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Otto seconded, to approve 
replacement of the Wastewater Treatment Plant roof 
at a cost not to exceed $26,550. 

In answer to a question from Dockett, Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Superintendent Willis said this is for 
reroofing the office and the lab, but not the garage.  

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote.  

8. 

First Right of Refusal  

for Tax Foreclosed Auction Properties 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to authorize 
the Township Manager to complete the acquisition of 
parcel B-02-08-276-037 for park and wetland 
protection at a cost of $1,100. 

Dockett said he is opposed to the Township buying any 
more of these properties after the County has added fees 
to the price. 

Motion carried 4—3 on a roll call vote, Zelenock, 

Dockett, and Beliger opposed. 

9. 

Land Preservation Committee Appointment 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chockley seconded, to 
accept the resignation of Ms. Mary Robinson from the 
Land Preservation Committee and thank her for her 
outstanding service to the committee.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chockley seconded, to 
appoint Ms. Christina Ferris to the Land Preservation 
Committee. Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

10. 

Addendum to Township Manager Contract 

Regarding Clarification of Severance Pay 

Chockley explained this addendum clarifies that an 
additional month per year of severance is added after the 
initial two years of employment. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to 
approve the Second Addendum to Employment 
Agreement between Northfield Township and Steven 
Aynes dated July 31, 2017. 

In answer to questions Chockley said the proposed 
addendum was recommended by and provided by the 
Township’s labor attorney. Dockett asked whether the 90 
day probationary period moves forward by 90 days the 
starting date for determining eligibility for severance pay. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Manley opposed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chockley said she is trying to arrange for a special Board 
meeting concerning the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
equalization basin.  

Adam Olney announced a Meet the Candidates session for 
Supervisor, Clerk, and Treasurer this Thursday, and noted 
the session previously held for Trustees is viewable online. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Faith Wheeler thanked the Board for their service. David 
Gordon thanked the Board for appointing Ms. Ferris to the 
Land Preservation Committee and thanked Ms. Robinson 
for her service. He also made recommendations regarding 
the postcard notice for the equalization basin and 
suggested another public question and answer session 
with the Board be scheduled. 

Marissa Prizgint made comments regarding Township 
action on the marijuana conditional use permits and 
updates to the website. Ken Dignan made comments 
regarding the Township website and the marijuana 
conditional use permits approved by the Board. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

The Board thanked the public for staying throughout the 
long meeting and for their participation, Ms. Fink for her 
assistance during the meeting, the marijuana business 
applicants, and Ms. Robinson for her service on the Land 
Preservation Committee. They also congratulated 
Ms. Ferris for her appointment to the Land Preservation 
Committee and commented on the Township website.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock seconded, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 11:43 P.M. 

Submitted by Lisa Lemble. Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; wording added is underlined. 

 
 

Approved by the Township Board on October 13, 2020. _________________________________________________ 

Kathleen Manley, Clerk 
 
Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

