


 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

December 10, 2013 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:17 P.M. by Supervisor 
Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

PLEDGE 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Shelle Manning, Clerk Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Absent with notice 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent 

Tim Hardesty 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Police Sgt. Martin Smith 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

None present. 

CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, that the 
Board go into closed pursuant to MCL 15.268(8)(E) to 
consult with attorney regarding trial or settlement 
strategy in connection with specific pending litigation. 
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
Board return to open session.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Minutes of November 12 & 26, 2013 

 Bills 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, that the 
items in the consent agenda be approved as 
presented. 

Fink and Manning made the following corrections to the 
November 26th workshop minutes: 
 Manning was absent with notice and that Dockett was 

present, but left early.  
 A request for use of the Township hall was for 

December 1st, not September 1st.  

Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

Engstrom asked that a reappointment to the Planning 
Commission be added as item 13. Manning noted that a 
MERS request should be added as item 14. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

D&G Nature’s Way Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Seven 
area residents appeared and spoke in opposition to this 
request. Their comments included: 

 the business should not be allowed in AR zoning 
because it is a lawn service, not a landscaping business,  

 the operation is a warehouse and commercial garage 
storing 350 tons of fertilizer on a 4.5 acre residential lot 
that is not large enough to legally have one horse,  

 the Township will not be able to enforce the conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission,  

 the proposal does not conform to the Northfield 
Township master plan, 

 it will affect the value of homes in this area and 
throughout the Township, 

 most of the owners of neighboring properties have 
signed a petition asking that this request be denied, 

 the current variance D&G claims they have does not 
exist. 

REPORTS 

Department Heads 

Fire. Chief William Wagner read his written report 
summary. 

Police. Sgt. Smith read Lt. Greene’s written report 
summary. 

Township Manager. Fink referred to his written report. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. Superintendent Hardesty 
clarified that the University of Michigan test plant 
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mentioned in his report will present no cost to the 
Township. 

Other 

Zoning Board of Appeals. Otto reported that a request for 
variances to allow an addition to a house was approved. 

Planning Commission. Chick reported that on December 4th 
the Commission continued its discussion of the 
US-23/North Territorial Interchange Area and also 
discussed possible changes to its by-laws. 

Parks and Recreation. Thomas said he had nothing to add 
to what was included in the Township Manager’s report. 

Financial. Braun noted she had distributed the Revenue 
and Expenditure Report for November. 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. 

Authorization for the Township Attorney  

to Execute Proposed Settlement 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
Township Attorney be authorized to execute the 
consent judgment for Nowatske Truck vs. Northfield 
Township in Michigan Tax Tribunal Docket 438512 as 
proposed in the attorney’s letter of December 6, 2013. 
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

2. 

Authorization for the Township Attorney  

to Execute Proposed Settlement 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
office of Paul Burns be authorized to execute the 
consent judgment in the case of Mallard Properties 
Partnership vs. Northfield Township, Michigan Tax 
Tribunal Dockets 445384 and 455012 as outlined in 
the attorney’s letter of December 6, 2013.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

3. 

Conditional Use Permit: 

D&G Nature’s Way 

In answer to a question from Manning, Chick said if this 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is approved, D&G will still 
have to submit a final site plan and meet the list of 
requirements included in the CUP recommendation. 
Manning said she is trying to figure out why there was a 
3-2 vote of the Planning Commission. In answer to a 
question from Thomas, Planning Consultant Douglas 
Lewan said the Township Board needs to determine 
whether the zoning ordinance’s Standards for 
Determination have been met by the application. 

Lewan recounted his review of the original request for a 
building permit which led him to determine that the use 
and lot were non-conforming. He said he and the 
Township zoning administrator determined that this use 
is a landscape business as defined by the zoning ordinance 
and that is not appealable except by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  

He said in researching the history of the property they 
found there were no permits on record for this business 
when it was started in 1977. He said the business could 
have just been started, or someone in the Township could 
have determined that it conformed to the 1971 zoning 
ordinance. He said since 1977 the zoning ordinance has 
changed, which leaves this business as a non-conforming, 
legal use. He said in its current situation the business can 
continue without expanding and the property could be 
sold and another operator could run a similar business. He 
said in that case none of the conditions proposed with the 
CUP will be in place or could be enforced, and D&G can 
continue with their current operation.. 

Paul Bond, attorney for D&G, said even large operations 
that people think might contaminate the environment do 
not if they are operated properly. In answer to a question 
from Otto, Bond said the property does have a well and 
there are no holding tanks for water on the site. He said 
there is a difference between perception and reality, and 
while everyone is entitled to their own set of facts they are 
not entitled to their own set of facts. He said the materials 
stored on the site are inert materials—dry chemicals that 
are primarily fertilizers that are no pesticides. He said they 
still have to be stored and handled properly, and the 
proposal is to expand the building to allow more things to 
be stored indoors. He referred to Lewan’s point that with 
this approval would come the ability to enforce the 
conditions attached to it, and those conditions would 
apply to the next generation of the Jackson family or to 
anyone else who runs a business of this type on this site.  

Otto asked who would be regulating this operation. Lewan 
said with the proposed conditions in place the Township 
will be in a much better position to regulate the operation. 
He said from what he can tell the Jacksons operate the 
business responsibly, but the situation could be different 
in the future with another owner. He said with the 
proposed regulations in place the zoning administrator 
would have the ability, for example, to count trucks and 
pallets of fertilizer.  

Bond said the zoning ordinance allows a retail operation 
with this business, but the Jacksons are not proposing 
retail sales so they will not be allowed if this is approved. 
He added that only pickup trucks are used in the business 
and Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are available for all 
materials they handle. Chief Wagner said D&G is not 
required to provide the MSDS sheets to the Township 
because of the type of materials they are, but whether this 
permit is approved or not he will be asking for copies of 
them for D&G. Bond said any car has more hazardous 
material in it than the materials stored on the D&G site. He 
said he is not trying to minimize the potential for these 
materials, but he said this is an opportunity for the 
Township to establish what operations are going on at 
D&G and to regulate them.  
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Thomas said he appreciates the argument that this is an 
opportunity to craft a clear understanding, but the case 
that the Township currently has no ability to regulate 
should not be overstated.  

Otto said small businesses in her family has operated 
elsewhere have been in the situation that D&G are 
currently in, and she has used D&G’s services, but a small 
business can get to the point where they have outgrown 
their site. She said she is not saying D&G cannot grow or 
that the Township has an interest in stopping their current 
operation or future growth, but D&G has to ask themselves 
if they have outgrown their site. She said if the Township 
approves this request D&G’s growth will be limited to that 
level and they will not be able to grow unless they move. 
Bond said he thinks D&G understands that.  

Chick said the Township has to consider the master plan 
and what is good for the Township as a whole, not just one 
business. Braun said the surrounding land can be used for 
farming which would involve the use of chemicals and 
fertilizers. 

Bond said members of the Jackson family and their site 
planner are at the meeting to answer questions. He said he 
would treat this as an opportunity for the Township to 
create certainty where none exists today. He said he 
believes that will benefit the Township as a whole as well 
as the people who live on that road. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
approve D&G Nature’s way request for a Conditional 
Use Permit, including the nine conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission. 
Motion failed 2—4 on a roll call vote, Chick, 

Manning, Otto, and Thomas opposed. 

4. 

Add New Zoning Ordinance Section 60.34: 

Food Cart Vending 

 Motion: Chick moved, Manning supported, that new 
Section 60.34, Food Cart Vending, of the Northfield 
Township  zoning ordinances be approved as 
provided in the Board packet.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

5. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Section 62.01: 

Sign Regulations 

 Motion: Chick moved, Engstrom supported, that the 
proposed amendment to Section 62.01, Sign 
Regulations, be approved as provided in the Board 
packet. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

6. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Article 2.0: 

Definitions 

 Motion: Chick moved, Manning supported, that the 
amendments to Article 2.0 of the zoning ordinance be 
approved as provided in the Board packet.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

7. 

Senior Center 

 Motion: Chick moved, Braun supported, that the 
name of the Northfield Township Senior Center be 
changed to the Northfield Township Community and 
Senior Center. 

The Board discussed community concerns about the Senior 
Center being used for other community activities. Manning 
questioned if the name would be less redundant if it were 
called the Northfield Township Community Center. Fink 
said he thinks the name should reflect that it is a center 
for all of Northfield Township, though that does not mean 
the programming would focus on any one age group. He 
said the Center is funded by the Township and there 
should be an indication that it is there for all Township 
residents; however, he believes all of the Senior Center 
programming will continue and the vast majority of users 
will be senior citizens. 

 Amended motion: Chick moved, Braun supported, 
that the name of the Northfield Township Senior 
Center be changed to the Northfield Township 
Community Center. Amended motion carried 6—0 

on a voice vote. 

8. 

Northfield Township Board 

Meeting Dates for 2014  

 Motion: Manning moved, Otto supported, that the 
Township Board meeting dates for 2014 be approved 
as presented. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

9. 

Northfield Township 2014 Holidays 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Manning supported, that 
the 2014 Holidays for Northfield Township be 
approved as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

10. 

Resolution to Expunge  

Delinquent Personal Property Taxes 

Braun reported she and attorney Burns have been working 
on determining which taxes can be collected, but this 
resolution pertains to personal property taxes are no 
longer legally collectible.  
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 Motion: Braun moved, Chick supported, that Paul 
Burns be allowed to move forward with Circuit Court 
proceedings to expunge the delinquent personal 
property taxes that are five years old or older and are 
not collectible because of the statute of limitations. 

Burns said the Township’s position has been that payment 
of the full amounts due should be pursued, because these 
taxes are a statutory obligation and people who pay in full 
have not had their taxes discounted. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  Resolution 

adopted. 

11. 

Phase 3 Grant Application 

for Non-Motorized Path 

 Motion: Manning moved, Engstrom supported, that 
Township Manager Fink be authorized to submit the 
Phase 3 grant application for the non-motorized 
pathway. 

 Amended motion: Manning moved, Engstrom 
supported, that Township Manager Fink be authorized 
to submit the Phase 3 grant application for the non-
motorized pathway with a maximum $300,000 in 
construction costs.  
Amended motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

12. 

Approval of Snow Plow Contract 

 Motion: Manning moved, Engstrom supported, that 
the snow and ice removal contract be approved as 
presented. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

13. 

Planning Commission Re-appointment 

Engstrom asked that this be removed by the agenda. She 
said two appointments to the Planning Commission will be 
addressed in January, and she asked any interested 
members of the public contact her, Chick, or Fink by the 
end of the month.  

14. 

MERS Request 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, to allow 
Mark Jensen to purchase four years two months 
credited service from MERS for the amount of 
$40,877. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Engstrom thanked the Board members for a them all for a 
productive first year and thanked Fink for all he has 
accomplished since he arrived at the Township, noting 
that he has already saved the Township thousands of 
dollars already. Thomas said this is a very good group and 
enjoys being here every month. 

Braun reported that use of ACH payments to debit private 
accounts for Township payments is in the process of being 
discontinued. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

Approved by the Township Board on January 14, 2014. 

 
 
______________________________________________ 

Michele K. Manning, Clerk 

 

Official minutes of all meetings, as well as expanded notes, are available on the Township’s website at 
http://twp.northfield.mi.us/boards/twp_board 

http://twp.northfield.mi.us/boards/twp_board


 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Notes 

December 10, 2013 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:17 P.M. by Supervisor 
Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

PLEDGE 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Shelle Manning, Clerk Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Absent with notice 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent 

Tim Hardesty 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Police Sgt. Martin Smith 
Township Attorney Paul  Burns 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

None present. 

CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, that the 
Board go into closed pursuant to MCL 15.268(8)(E) to 
consult with attorney regarding trial or settlement 
strategy in connection with specific pending litigation. 
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
Board return to open session.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Minutes of November 12 & 26, 2013 

 Bills 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, that the 
items in the consent agenda be approved as 
presented. 

In answer to a question from Otto, Engstrom noted that 
the Township’s accounting software will be updated after 
the new year.  

Fink and Manning made the following corrections to the 
November 26th workshop minutes: 
 Manning was absent with notice and that Dockett was 

present, but left early.  
 A request for use of the Township hall was for 

December 1st, not September 1st.  

Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

Engstrom asked that a reappointment to the Planning 
Commission be added as item 13. Manning noted that a 
MERS request should be added as item 14. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

D&G Nature’s Way Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Andy 
Defall, said he and wife have owned the tree and shrub 
nursery at 8 Mile and Earhart Roads for 30 years and he 
referred to his letter to the Board of December 5th. He said 
D&G have never done landscaping work, rather they do 
lawn care, despite the claim made before the Planning 
Commission. He said D&G does not have a license for 
installing plant materials and listed several landscape 
material suppliers he had contacted and said all of them 
stated they have no record of having sold plant materials 
to D&G. 

David Perry, 9411 Earhart Road, said he lives across the 
street from D&G. He said this is a warehouse and 
commercial garage which stores 350 tons of fertilizer on a 
4.5 acre residential lot in a residential area. He said if this 
request is approved D&G will be allowed to park 17 trucks 
on a property which could not legally get a permit to have 
a single horse. He said it is not clear how the conditions 
for the CUP recommended by the Planning Commission 
will be enforced. He said the Washtenaw County 
Environmental Health Department learned on an 
unannounced visit that trucks which carry fertilizer were 
being washed out outside without the water being trapped 
and treated, and this was being done in an area which is  
only one of two groundwater recharge areas in the 
Township. He said there is a pond less than 200 feet from 
the proposed storage facility, and the proposal does not 
conform to the Northfield Township master plan. He said 
approving this request would be ignoring the Township’s 
zoning ordinance and master plan, and it will affect the 
value of homes in this area and throughout the Township. 
He presented a map showing that most of the owners of 
neighboring properties have signed a petition asking that 
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this request be denied. He asked Board members to vote 
their conscience. 

Kathy Nieman, 9355 Earhart Road, said the current 
variance D&G claims they have does not exist. She said the 
lot size is non-conforming and the business is an illegal 
non-conforming use. She said Township officials cannot 
find evidence of a CUP being requested or granted at the 
time the family started operations in 1977. She said their 
request to construct a building the size of four houses on a 
4.5 acre lot to operate a business with 17 trucks on a dirt 
road is ridiculous. She said D&G has never reported to the 
fire department that they are storing this large amount of 
fertilizer. She said the longer a business of this type 
operates the higher the chance that an accident will occur 
which will contaminate the ground water. 

Laura Ratering, 9813 Earhart Road, said two-thirds of the 
residents who live on their road are over 60 years old, and 
half of them are over 70 years old, so in the next few years 
many of these properties will turn over. She questioned 
whether the Township will have to be dealing with 
requests from all of the new property owners for similar 
types of businesses.  

Judy Johnson, 9381 Earhart, said she and her husband live 
directly across the street from D&G. She said this request 
would allow them to expand from 12 to 17 trucks, which 
will increase the traffic on their dirt road. She said the 
statement that all of the employees leave in the morning 
and do not come back until the end of the day is not true. 
She said Liz Hinkle who lives directly next door to D&G has 
said when fertilizers are being loaded it causes her eyes to 
burn. Johnson said she can also smell the chemicals as the 
trucks go down the road. She said business is sometimes 
conducted on weekends, and in addition to the six semi-
trailer loads per season there are an unspecified number of 
flatbed deliveries each year. She added that some of the 
people who signed the petition in opposition to this 
request were so disheartened and humiliated at the last 
Planning Commission meeting that they did not come to 
this meeting.  

John Messner, 9623 Earhart Road, asked if Dow Chemical 
and Monsanto are landscaping companies, and said all of 
the chemicals D&G handles are made by those companies. 

Delores Iscaro, 9335 Earhart, said only farming is allowed 
in the AR district. 

REPORTS 

Department Heads 

Fire. Chief William Wagner read his written report 
summary. 

Police. Sgt. Smith read Lt. Greene’s written report 
summary. 

Township Manager. Fink referred to his written report. In 
answer to a question from Otto, Fink said Chief Wagner 
will write a letter advocating for maintaining Five Mile 
Road as it is. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. Superintendent Hardesty 
clarified that the University of Michigan test plant—which 
will be set up as previously approved by the Board—will 
present no cost to the Township and will be a good 
learning experience for the Township. 

Other 

Zoning Board of Appeals. Otto reported that a request for 
variances to allow an addition to a house was approved. 

Planning Commission. Chick reported that on December 4th 
the Commission continued its discussion of the 
US-23/North Territorial Interchange Area and also 
discussed possible changes to its by-laws which have not 
been updated for several years. 

Parks and Recreation. Thomas said he had nothing to add 
to what was included in the Township Manager’s report. 

Financial. Braun noted she had distributed the Revenue 
and Expenditure Report for November. 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. 

Authorization for the Township Attorney  

to Execute Proposed Settlement 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
Township Attorney be authorized to execute the 
consent judgment for Nowatske Truck vs. Northfield 
Township in Michigan Tax Tribunal Docket 438512 as 
proposed in the attorney’s letter of December 6, 2013. 
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

2. 

Authorization for the Township Attorney  

to Execute Proposed Settlement 

 Motion: Otto moved, Thomas supported, that the 
office of Paul Burns be authorized to execute the 
consent judgment in the case of Mallard Properties 
Partnership vs. Northfield Township, Michigan Tax 
Tribunal Dockets 445384 and 455012 as outlined in 
the attorney’s letter of December 6, 2013.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

3. 

Conditional Use Permit: 

D&G Nature’s Way 

In answer to a question from Manning, Chick said if this 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is approved, D&G will still 
have to submit a final site plan and meet the list of 
requirements included in the CUP recommendation. 
Manning said she is trying to figure out why there was a 
3-2 vote of the Planning Commission. In answer to a 
question from Thomas, Planning Consultant Douglas 
Lewan said the Township Board needs to determine 
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whether the zoning ordinance’s Standards for 
Determination have been met by the application. 

Lewan recounted his review of the original request for a 
building permit which led him to determine that the use 
and lot were non-conforming. He said in considering the 
use, he and the Township zoning administrator 
determined that this use is a landscape business as 
defined by the zoning ordinance and that is not appealable 
except by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

He said in researching the history of the property they 
found there were no permits on record for this business 
when it was started in 1977. He said the business could 
have just been started, or someone in the Township could 
have determined that it conformed to the 1971 zoning 
ordinance. He said since 1977 the zoning ordinance has 
changed, which leaves this business as a non-conforming, 
legal use. He said in its current situation the business can 
continue without expanding and the property could be 
sold and another operator could run a similar business. He 
said in that case none of the conditions proposed with the 
CUP will be in place or could be enforced, and D&G can 
continue with their current operation.. 

Paul Bond, attorney for D&G, said even large operations 
that people think might contaminate the environment do 
not if they are operated properly. In answer to a question 
from Otto, Bond said the property does have a well and 
there are no holding tanks for water on the site. He said 
there is a difference between perception and reality, and 
while everyone is entitled to their own set of facts they are 
not entitled to their own set of facts. He said the materials 
stored on the site are inert materials—dry chemicals that 
are primarily fertilizers that are no pesticides. He said they 
still have to be stored and handled properly, and the 
proposal is to expand the building to allow more things to 
be stored indoors. He referred to Lewan’s point that with 
this approval would come the ability to enforce the 
conditions attached to it, and those conditions would 
apply to the next generation of the Jackson family or to 
anyone else who runs a business of this type on this site.  

Otto asked who would be regulating this operation. Lewan 
said with the proposed conditions in place the Township 
will be in a much better position to regulate the operation. 
He said from what he can tell the Jacksons operate the 
business responsibly, but the situation could be different 
in the future with another owner. He said with the 
proposed regulations in place the zoning administrator 
would have the ability, for example, to count trucks and 
pallets of fertilizer.  

Bond said the zoning ordinance allows a retail operation 
with this business, but the Jacksons are not proposing 
retail sales so they will not be allowed if this is approved. 
He added that only pickup trucks are used in the business 
and Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are available for all 
materials they handle. Chief Wagner said D&G is not 
required to provide the MSDS sheets to the Township 
because of the type of materials they are, but whether this 
permit is approved or not he will be asking for copies of 
them for D&G. Bond said any car has more hazardous 
material in it than the materials stored on the D&G site. He 
said he is not trying to minimize the potential for these 
materials, but he said this is an opportunity for the 

Township to establish what operations are going on at 
D&G and to regulate them.  

Thomas said he appreciates the argument that this is an 
opportunity to craft a clear understanding, but the case 
that the Township currently has no ability to regulate 
should not be overstated.  

Otto said small businesses in her family has operated 
elsewhere have been in the situation that D&G are 
currently in, and she has used D&G’s services, but a small 
business can get to the point where they have outgrown 
their site. She said she is not saying D&G cannot grow or 
that the Township has an interest in stopping their current 
operation or future growth, but D&G has to ask themselves 
if they have outgrown their site. She said if the Township 
approves this request D&G’s growth will be limited to that 
level and they will not be able to grow unless they move. 
Bond said he thinks D&G understands that.  

Chick said the Township has to consider the master plan 
and what is good for the Township as a whole, not just one 
business. Braun said the surrounding land can be used for 
farming which would involve the use of chemicals and 
fertilizers. 

Bond said members of the Jackson family and their site 
planner are at the meeting to answer questions. He said he 
would treat this as an opportunity for the Township to 
create certainty where none exists today. He said he 
believes that will benefit the Township as a whole as well 
as the people who live on that road. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
approve D&G Nature’s way request for a Conditional 
Use Permit, including the nine conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission. 
Motion failed 2—4 on a roll call vote, Chick, 

Manning, Otto, and Thomas opposed. 

4. 

Add New Zoning Ordinance Section 60.34: 

Food Cart Vending 

 Motion: Chick moved, Manning supported, that new 
Section 60.34, Food Cart Vending, of the Northfield 
Township  zoning ordinances be approved as 
provided in the Board packet.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

5. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Section 62.01: 

Sign Regulations 

 Motion: Chick moved, Engstrom supported, that the 
proposed amendment to Section 62.01, Sign 
Regulations, be approved as provided in the Board 
packet. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 
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6. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Article 2.0: 

Definitions 

 Motion: Chick moved, Manning supported, that the 
amendments to Article 2.0 of the zoning ordinance be 
approved as provided in the Board packet.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

7. 

Senior Center 

Otto referred to a letter to the editor in the Northfield 
Courant. She said Fink investigated the reference in that 
letter to an advertisement for yoga classes at the Whitmore 
Lake Community Center, and he found that there was no 
such advertisement. She said there is a lot of talk about the 
direction of the Center in the future, and she wants the 
public to be aware that the only thing the Board has 
approved is hiring of a Director with the title of Senior 
Center/Recreation Center Director to allow options in the 
future.  

Braun said there is no grant available for a Recreation 
Center, and while it is not a comment for or against the 
Senior Center, the operation of it constitutes 30% of the 
Township’s budget.  

Engstrom questioned whether the Board is interested in 
changing the name of the Center to indicate that the 
activities in it could be broadened. Manning recommended 
waiting until there is a new Director.  

 Motion: Chick moved, Braun supported, that the 
name of the Northfield Township Senior Center be 
changed to the Northfield Township Community and 
Senior Center. 

Manning questioned if the name would be less redundant 
if it were called the Northfield Township Community 
Center. Jill Steuer, 760 Six Mile, asked if with the name 
change all members of the community using it will be 
charged dues.  

Thomas asked for Fink’s opinion. Fink said he thinks the 
name should reflect that it is a center for all of Northfield 
Township, though that does not mean the programming 
would focus on any one age group. He said the Center is 
funded by the Township which has limited funds and 
there should be an indication that it is there for all 
Township residents. He said he believes without a doubt 
that all of the Senior Center programming will continue 
and the vast majority of users will be senior citizens, but 
the programming should be opened up to the wider 
community if appropriate. 

 Amended motion: Chick moved, Braun supported, 
that the name of the Northfield Township Senior 
Center be changed to the Northfield Township 
Community Center. 

Otto said by opening up the Center to more users there is 
the potential for more funding, and that would also benefit 
seniors. 

Amended motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

8. 

Northfield Township Board 

Meeting Dates for 2014  

 Motion: Manning moved, Otto supported, that the 
Township Board meeting dates for 2014 be approved 
as presented. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

9. 

Northfield Township 2014 Holidays 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Manning supported, that 
the 2014 Holidays for Northfield Township be 
approved as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

10. 

Resolution to Expunge  

Delinquent Personal Property Taxes 

Braun recalled that this was a big issue during the election, 
and she and attorney Burns have been working on 
determining which taxes can be collected, but this 
resolution pertains to personal property taxes are no 
longer legally collectible. She said Fink is working with the 
Assessor to eliminate assessments for improvements 
under $100 such as decks in mobile home parks. 

 Motion: Braun moved, Chick supported, that Paul 
Burns be allowed to move forward with Circuit Court 
proceedings to expunge the delinquent personal 
property taxes that are five years old or older and are 
not collectible because of the statute of limitations. 

Thomas noted that under State statute the Board has a 
duty to take this action. Manning asked if the process 
previously set out to pursue these property owners is 
being followed. Braun said that is being done. Burns said 
there are lists of these properties for expungements, 
district court cases, and small claims actions, and all 
actions are being pursued.  

In answer to a question from Thomas, Burns said the 
Township’s position has been that no negotiations will be 
undertaken, rather payment of the full amounts due 
should be pursued, because these taxes are a statutory 
obligation and people who pay in full have not had their 
taxes discounted. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  Resolution 

adopted. 

11. 

Phase 3 Grant Application 

for Non-Motorized Path 

 Motion: Manning moved, Engstrom supported, that 
Township Manager Fink be authorized to submit the 
Phase 3 grant application for the non-motorized 
pathway. 



Northfield Township Board Meeting 

Notes of Regular Meeting 

Public Safety Building; 8350 Main Street 

December 10, 2013 

 

 

5 

In answer to questions from Manning and Otto, Fink said 
he has told Boss Engineering that it is likely that the 
engineering for this project will be re-bid. He said the grant 
will cover only construction costs, and the Township will 
be responsible for engineering costs. He said the grant 
application does not have to include engineering 
documents, but he will have to use some of Boss 
Engineering’s cost figures because there will not be time to 
consult with another engineer prior to submittal.  

Fink said he spoke with County officials and they indicated 
Boss does not have to submit on behalf of the Township, 
nor does the engineer have to be specified in the grant 
application. He said he will update the application as 
needed from the prior submittal.  

 Amended motion: Manning moved, Engstrom 
supported, that Township Manager Fink be authorized 
to submit the Phase 3 grant application for the non-
motorized pathway with a maximum $300,000 in 
construction costs.  
Amended motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

12. 

Approval of Snow Plow Contract 

 Motion: Manning moved, Engstrom supported, that 
the snow and ice removal contract be approved as 
presented. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

13. 

Planning Commission Re-appointment 

Engstrom asked that this be removed by the agenda. She 
said two appointments to the Planning Commission will be 
addressed in January, and she asked any interested 
members of the public contact her, Chick, or Fink by the 
end of the month.  

14. 

MERS Request 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported, to allow 
Mark Jensen to purchase four years two months 
credited service from MERS for the amount of 
$40,877. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Engstrom noted the Board members have been in office for 
one year and thanked them all for a productive year. She 
also thanked Fink for all he has accomplished since he 
arrived at the Township. She said he hit the ground 
running and has saved the Township thousands of dollars 
already. Thomas said this is a very good group and enjoys 
being here every month. 

Braun reported that use of ACH payments to debit private 
accounts for Township payments is in the process of being 
discontinued. 

Board members wished everyone happy holidays. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Manning moved, Chick supported that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

These notes are an expanded version of the official meeting minutes adopted by the Board of Trustees. Minutes and notes for 
all meetings are available on the Township’s website at http://twp.northfield.mi.us/boards/twp_board 
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