
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

May 9, 2017 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley at 8350 Main Street. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Supervisor Chockley provided a brief invocation and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Absent with notice  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Absent with notice 

 
 Motion: Chockley moved, Manley supported, that 

Trustees Chick and Otto be excused from the meeting.  
Dockett requested a roll call vote. Motion carried 

4—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

Also present: 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Township attorney Bradford Maynes 
Township attorney Stacy Belisle 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Dan Willis 
Community Center Director Tammy Averill 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Minutes and Bills 

The minutes and bills were pulled for discussion as 
Item 10. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Labor attorney Stacy Belisle explained the reasons closed 
sessions may be called by the Board (including to provide 
confidentiality to a limited extent for job applicants) and 
the legal consequences for Board members who reveal 
discussions held in closed session. 

Mary Devlin, 9211 Brookside, Udo Huff, 6431 Whitmore 
Lake Road, David Gordon, 5558 Hellner Road, and Chuck 
Steuer, 760 Six Mile Road, commented on closed sessions, 
Mr. Dockett’s conduct during the special meeting, local 
road closures and dangerous construction traffic, hiring of 
a Township Manager, the Six Mile Road drain, and the 
Barker Road non-motorized path. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members made comments about holding closed 
sessions and the Barker Road non-motorized path. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Board members reported an email from a resident about 
road dust, and commented on various topics including 
upcoming dust control measures, the next County 
Commissioners meeting, the Barker Road non-motorized 
path construction schedule, a historical society potluck, 
plans for the North Village, and 7525 Shady Beach building 
violations. It was agreed to put the matter of the Shady 
Beach property on the next Board agenda for closed 
session discussion. 

REPORTS 

Fire and Police. Wagner answered questions about a grant 
for AED equipment and a training burn of the Darlene 
Curtis house. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. Willis answered questions, 
including about the handling of recent heavy rains. 

Senior Center. Averill answered questions about 
attendance at various events. 

Zoning Board of Appeals.  No meeting held. 

Planning Commission. Chockley read Chick’s report about 
the May 3rd meeting, including the recommendation that 
the planning consultant be authorized to update the 
Master Plan. 

Parks and Recreation. Beliger reported on work done at the 
Community Garden and on the volunteer page on 
Township’s website. 

Financial. Zelenock briefly reviewed the statements she had 
provided and reported she is looking into changing banks. 

Supervisor. Chockley referred to her report and answered a 
question about planning for the North Village property. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Resolution 17-559: 

Fire Service & Medical Rescue Millage Proposal 

Chockley recounted the history of four .5 mils being 
consolidated into a single 2 mil millage in 2008 which has 
been reduced over time to 1.89 mils. She explained that 
this proposal would reset the millage to 2 mils.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, to 
place the Fire Service and Medical Rescue Millage 
proposal to on the August 8, 2017, ballot for a vote of 
the people. Motion carried 4—1, on a roll call vote, 

Dockett opposed. Resolution adopted. 
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2. 

Hiring of Paid On-Call Firefighter  

Randy Kendzorek 

Chief Wagner noted Kendzorek is completing his fire 
academy training. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Dockett supported, that Randy 
Kendzorek be hired as Paid On-Call Firefighter at the 
rate of $9/hour contingent on background check and 
physical. Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

3. 

Independent Contractor,  

Part-time Maintenance Contract 

Chockley noted the contract will indicate this position will 
report to the Director of Public safety. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Manley supported, to 
approve the Independent Contractor Part-time 
Maintenance Contract with Benchmark Outdoor 
Services contingent upon receipt of documentation 
showing the company has been registered as an LLC 
in the State of Michigan, and to authorize the 
Supervisor to sign the contract. 

Zelenock said she would be abstaining because she knows 
the owner of the company. 

Motion carried 3—1—1, on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed and Zelenock abstaining. 

4. 

Request to Recycle Old Computers 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Manley supported, to 
dispose of computers that are no longer useful and 
have no value by as part of the County clean-up. 

There was discussion about reuse or other disposal 
alternatives. Wagner said hard drives are typically removed 
from Township computers. 

 Amended motion: Chockley moved, Manley supported, 
to allow Chief Wagner to dispose of computers that are 
no longer useful and have no value by June 10th after 
confirming that the hard drives have been removed. 
Amended motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

 
Chockley called a five minutes recess. 

 

 

5. 

Six Mile Road Culvert Repair 

Proposal and Resolution 

Evan Pratt, Washtenaw County Water Resources 
Commissioner, described the need for repair of this 
culvert, the options for doing the work while keeping the 
road open or closing it, and options for sharing the cost 
among the County, the Township, and residents. 

Board members discussed the pros and cons of the cost 
sharing options, the urgency of the project, and other 
alternatives for completing the project in the future. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, to 
approve the Resolution for 425 Agreement for 
Improvement of a Drain (Catholic Church Horseshoe 
Lake Drain), and to authorize the Supervisor to 
execute the agreement, pending approval of the 
Township attorney.  
Motion carried 3—2 on a roll call vote, Docket and 

Beliger opposed. Resolution adopted. 

6. 

4
th

 of July Committee  

Request to Use North Village for Parking 

Dennis Cazan, President of the 4th of July Committee 
referred to his letter of April 21st and answered questions 
about use of volunteers for managing traffic and trash 
pickup and financing of the event. Chief Wagner said using 
this property this will make it easier for police officers to 
direct traffic. Jack Secrist of the Downtown Planning 
Group noted the Pond Hockey event (which was canceled) 
was going to be charged 5% of their proceeds to use the 
North Village for parking. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, to allow  the 
Whitmore Lake 4th of July Committee to use the North 
Village area for parking provided that parking be located 
in areas acceptable to the Township, that adequate 
oversight of that parking be provided, the site be 
restored to its previous condition, and no open alcohol 
be allowed. Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

7. 

Resolution 17-558: 

Investment Policy Update 

Zelenock referred to information in her May 4th memo 
about adding Michigan CLASS (Cooperative Liquid Assets 
Securities System) to the Township’s Investment and 
Depository Policy. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Manley supported, to adopt 
Resolution 17-558, A Resolution of the Northfield 
Township Board of Trustees Establishing a Policy on 
Township Investment and Depository Designations. 
Motion carried 4—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. Resolution adopted. 

8. 

2017 Road Commission Projects Agreement 

Chockley referred to the 2017 Northfield Township 
Agreement with the Washtenaw County Road Commission 
(WCRC) and noted that this takes advantage of all 
matching dollars offered by the WCRC. Commissioners 
noted there is far more work to be done that than there is 
money for, said traffic levels on local roads have increased 
this year due to drivers avoiding US-23 construction, 
provided information from the WCRC about how they plan 
their work, and made suggestions about various proposed 
projects. 

It was agreed to provide three dust control treatments in 
response to resident comments.  
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 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, to adopt 
the 2017 Road Commission Projects Agreement with 
the WCRC subject to Township attorney approval. 

 Amendment to Motion: Chockley moved, Dockett 
supported, to amend the motion to state that the 
amount being spent is $120,882.90. Amendment to 

motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

 Amended motion: Chockley moved, Beliger 
supported, to adopt the 2017 Road Commission 
Projects Agreement with the WCRC in the amount of 
$120,882.90, subject to Township attorney approval.  
Amended motion carried 5—0 on a roll call vote. 

9. 

Bids for Clean-up at 9129 Main Street 

 Motion: Dockett moved, Beliger supported, to accept 
the proposal from Speigelberg Excavating for $5,150 
for demolition and clean-up of 9129 Main Street. 
Motion carried 5—0 on a roll call vote. 

10. 

Minutes and Bills 

Minutes of April 11, 2017 

Three changes were made. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, that 
the April 11, 2017, minutes be adopted as amended, 
and to dispense with the reading.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

Minutes of April 25, 2017 

One correction was made to the special meeting minutes. 
 
 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, that the 

April 25, 2017, special meeting minutes be adopted as 
amended, and to dispense with the reading.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, that the 
minutes of the April 25, 2017, regular meeting minutes 
be adopted as presented, and to dispense with the 
reading. Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

Bills 

Wagner answered questions about telephone bills.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, to 
approve the bills.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. 

Process and Timing for RFP/RFQ  

for North Village 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, that 
the discussion about the process and timing for the 
RFP/RFQ for North Village be tabled.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Sam Morello, 7729 Shady Beach, and David Gordon, 5558 
Hellner Road, made comments about the Township’s 
enforcement actions regarding 7525 Shady Beach, hiring of 
a Township Manager, and structure of Board meeting 
agendas. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members responded to a comment from David 
Gordon, commented on the challenges of preparing and 
delivering Board packets in a timely fashion, commented 
on the cost of running the Township, called attention to 
the County Commission meeting, and thanked Chockley 
for the time she is volunteering on behalf of the Township. 
Chockley noted she will not be at the May 23rd meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, that 
the meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:16 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on June 13, 2017. _________________________________________________ 

Kathleen Manley, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

