
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board Workshop 

Minutes 

January 26, 2016 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE 

The workshop was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 
Supervisor Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Angela Westover, Clerk Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present [left at 7:47 P.M.) 
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Township Engineer Brian Rubel 
Members of the community  

ADOPT AGENDA 

Wagner asked that hiring of a firefighter be added to the 
agenda. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Thomas supported, that the 
agenda be adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mary Devlin, 9211 Brookside, Ed Wojtys, 6235 Hellner 
Road, Susan Shink, 600 W. Joy Road, Udo Huff, 6431 
Whitmore Lake Road, David Perry, 9411 Earhart Road, Sally 
Louis, 6015 Sutton Road, Susan Wienckowski, 5558 Hellner 
Road, Jack Secrist, 7140 Nollar Road, Jim Nelson, 7777 
Sutton Road, made recommendations for Planning 
Commission appointments. David Halteman, 7320 Webster 
Church Road, spoke in support of the emergency 
communications millage renewal. David Gordon, 5558 
Hellner Road, commented on the planning consultant 
contract and the Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Dockett commented on Planning Commission 
appointments and the planning consultant contract. 

CORRESPONDENCE & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fink said he would like to discuss with the Board and the 
Parks & Recreation Commission a narrow strip of property 
along the railroad tracks near Brookside Drive which 
reverted to Township ownership and which a private 
property owner would like to purchase. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Planning Commission Appointments 

At Engstrom’s invitation, Sam Iaquinto, Larry Roman, 
Udo Huff, Jennifer DeLisle, and Craig Warburton, provided 

information about themselves and their interest in serving 
on the Planning Commission. Engstrom noted Ron Manley, 
Peter Szerszen, and Jack Secrist, also submitted 
statements of interest for serving on the Commission. 

[Chick left at this point]. 

 

RECESS 

 

 Motion: Thomas moved, Westover supported, that the 
meeting be recessed for 10 minutes.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

 

 Motion: Thomas moved, Otto supported, that the 
meeting be reconvened.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

 

The Board agreed to delay further discussion on Planning 
Commission Appointments in case Ms. Chick was able to 
return to the meeting.  

2. 

McKenna & Associates Contract 

Fink recommended approval of the proposed contract for 
planning consulting services and for zoning 
administration services currently being performed by Kurt 
Weiland. He noted Weiland would continue to provide 
building inspection and plan review services. The Board 
discussed the retainer, additional fees, and the meeting 
schedule with Mr. McKenna. 

Dockett called for a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Thomas supported, to 
authorize Fink to move forward with the proposed 
contract with McKenna & Associates contingent upon 
legal review. Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

3. 

Hiring of Firefighter 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Westover supported, that 
the hiring of Paid-on-Call Firefighter Mike Michno be 
approved as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. 

Sewer Ordinance Memo 

Regarding the Whitmore Lake Road special assessment 
district, Fink reported that the bonds sold today.  

Township engineer Brian Rubel of Tetra Tech reviewed his 
memo dated January 20th addressing potential sewer use 
ordinance revisions regarding grinder pump standards, 
future connections, connection timeline, prohibited items, 
and grease control. The Board briefly discussed these 
proposals and indicated they would like more time to 
consider the issue of when property owners are required 
to connect to a sewer line.  
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2. 

Verizon Cell Tower 

Fink explained that Verizon has presented a revised 
proposal for constructing a cell tower at Fire Station #2 
with changes in the revenue schedule. He said both he and 
Chief Wagner recommend approval and noted that the Fire 
Department can use the additional revenue. 

The Board heard comments from Bob Przybylo and 
attorney John Crane of Verizon Wireless and discussed the 
proposal, including the rent amount and contract clauses 
concerning right of first refusal, termination, and 
assignment. Several Board members asked for this to be 
placed on the next agenda for action. 

AGENDA ITEMS (continued) 

1. 

Planning Commission Appointments 

Engstrom noted Chick would not be returning to the 
meeting because she is ill. She read a brief statement 
about the factors she considered regarding this. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, to 
reappoint Larry Roman to the Planning Commission 
for a term ending December 31, 2018.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
reappoint Sam Iaquinto to the Planning Commission 
for a term ending December 31, 2018.  

Thomas and Otto urged appointment of Jennifer DeLisle. 

Motion carried 4—2 on a roll call vote, Thomas and 

Otto opposed. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS (continued) 

3. 

Parks & Recreation Master Plan 

Fink noted the Parks & Recreation Commission has worked 
diligently on this plan for the last year, and added this has 
been one of the most effective groups in the Township, 
working as volunteers without funding, yet still building 
the Bark Park. He described the public hearing process 
prior to adoption by the Township Board. 

4. 

Board Goals for Last Year of Current Term 

The Board discussed projects remaining on the list created 
at the 2015 Board retreat. It was noted that $400,000-

$500,000 of the general fund balance is available. Board 
members listed some of their own priorities, including: 

 Community Center parking 
 Sewer capacity study 
 Sidewalks and bike paths around the lake 
 Community aesthetics 
 Completion of Barker Road non-motorized 

pathway 

 Returning funds to taxpayers or collecting less in 
the future 

 Purchase of parkland 
 Improving existing facilities 

 Researching percable land for development 
 Creating a road reserve 

 
It was agreed to discuss this again at the next workshop. 
 

5. 

Fund Balance Policy 

Braun listed items that have been paid for from the 
general fund recently including the People’s Express 
subsidy, the Meals on Wheels program, purchase of the 
Darleen Curtis property, and new computers. She 
recommended (a) putting $10,000 into the investment 
fund and (b) putting whatever portion of the Township’s 
“rainy day” fund (85% of the fund balance) that is not 
needed for cash flow into short term certificates of deposit 
to earn interest. It was agreed to put this on the next 
agenda. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Larry Roman and Sam Iaquinto thanked the Board for their 
reappointments to the Planning Commission. David 
Gordon asked about McKenna & Associates policy about 
billing for discussions with members of the public. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members commented on the Planning Commission 
appointments and Engstrom called for residents who are 
interested in serving on the Board of Review or as an 
alternate on the Zoning Board of Appeals to contact her. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Westover supported, that 
the meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:42 P.M. 

 
 

Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on February 9, 2016. _________________________________________________ 

Angela Westover, Clerk 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 


