
NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

December 6, 2017 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roman at 
7:00 P.M. at 8350 Main Street. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL 

AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Roll call:  
Janet Chick Present 
Brad Cousino Absent with notice 
Sam Iaquinto Present 
Cecilia Infante Present 
Larry Roman Present 
Amy Steffens Present 
John Zarzecki Present 

 
Also present: 
Assessing & Building Assistant Mary Bird 
Planning Consultant Paul Lippens, McKenna Associates 
Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the Community 

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Iaquinto moved, Roman supported, that 
the agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

5. FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

6. CLARIFICATIONS FROM THE COMMISSION 

None. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

None. 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None. 

9. REPORTS 

9A. Board of Trustees  

Chick reported that on November 28th the auditor 
presented the annual audit, the Board heard comments 
on allowing medical marijuana dispensaries in the 
Township, and the Board approved (a) the CUP for the 
Ann Arbor Dog Training Club, (b) regular office hours 
for the Zoning Administrator, and (c) the final draft 
and release of the RFP for North Village and the 
Downtown Strategic Action Plan recommendations. 
 
9B. ZBA 

Did not meet in November. 

9C. Staff Report 

Nothing to report. 
 
9D. Planning Consultant 

Nothing to report. 
 
9E. Parks and Recreation 

Did not meet in November. The next meetings will be 
December 21st and in February. 
 
9F. Downtown Planning Group 

Nothing to report. 
 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

11. NEW BUSINESS 

11A. Further Discussion on Township Procedures. 

Lippens referred to a flow chart showing the approval 
process for various types of requests. Commissioners 
discussed in general how to improve the process of 
reviewing proposed projects for applicants, including 
how to limit fees charged for meetings with applicants, 
who should attend meetings with applicants, how 
Commissioners will be notified of such meetings, the 
idea of developing a brief written guide through the 
approval process, whether the expense of having an 
engineer at initial meetings is justified, and revising the 
ordinance to allow sketch plans in some instances. The 
newly established regular office hours being held by 
the Zoning Administrator was cited as a step toward 
keeping expenses down while improving services to the 
public.  
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11B. Further Discussion on Zoning Amendments. 

Lippens referred to his October 11th memo which 
reviewed ordinance amendment recommendations. He 
noted that since then the Board and Commission have 
met together, and this will be discussed by the Board at 
their next meeting. He said some amendments should 
be addressed soon, but others will also probably be 
needed after the Master Plan review is complete. 
Lippens made note of other suggestions for revising 
the ordinance and answered questions about revising 
non-conforming use and site standards. 

11C. Further Discussion on Master Plan Process. 

Lippens referred to his memo of July 19th, and noted 
that planned updates to the Master Plan process are 
expected to include non-motorized plans, updating 
goals, looking at overlay districts, and incorporating 
the North Village and Downtown plan into the Master 
Plan. 

11D. Further Discussion on Request for Proposals 

(RFP). Lippens reported that on November 28th the 
Board approved releasing the RFP for North Village. He 
said he hopes to release it next week and listed some 
of the ways this will be publicized. He said an 
information session is planned for January 17th and the 
submittal deadline has been revised to March 21st. 
Commissioners asked questions about possible 
phasing of proposed projects,  

12. MINUTES 

 Motion: Roman moved, Iaquinto supported, that 
the minutes of the November 15, 2017, regular 
meeting be approved as presented, and to 
dispense with the reading. Motion carried 7—0 on a 

voice vote. 

13. SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

4. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS 

Steffens noted this is her last Commission meeting and 
expressed appreciation for being able to serve the 
community.  

Commissioners thanked Lippens and Bird for their 
preparation for the meeting, and said Steffens’ time on 
the Commission has been greatly appreciated. 

15. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 

December 20, 2017, at 7:00 P.M. at the Public Safety 
Building was announced as the next regular 
Commission meeting time and location.  
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Iaquinto moved, Roman supported, that 
the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 

 
 

 
 
Prepared by Lisa Lemble. 
Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 
 
Adopted on ______________________________, 2017. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Larry Roman, Chair 

___________________________________________________ 
John Zarzecki, Secretary 

 
Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at  
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/ 
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